Index to the Oral History of
Lieutenant Commander Wesley A. Brown,
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Africa
In the early 1960s the Navy’s Seabees did a number of construction projects in the
Central African Republic, Liberia, and Chad, 352-362, 368-375, 380

Agency for International Development (AID)
U.S. Government organization that worked with the Navy’s Seabees in the 1960s in
supporting various overseas projects, 352-362

Air Force, U.S.
In 1964 flew construction material to Costa Rica in support of a Seabee project,
365-367

Anderson, Marian
Contralto who sang a famous concert at the Lincoln Memarial in 1939, 13

Annapolis, Maryland
Brown’s connection with the local populace when he was a Naval Academy
midshipman in the late 1940s, 163-170

Antarctica
In the 1950s and 1960s a Canadian firm manufactured industrial sleds for U.S. Navy
use in Antarctica, 305-311
Navy logistic support of scientific work on the continent in the 1960s, 346-350

Army, U.S.
Black soldiers in the Spanish-American War, 476

Army Reserve, U.S.
In the mid-1940s, as a teenager, Brown participated in a training program at Howard
University in Washington, D.C., 32-33, 40-47, 53, 74-75
Brown’s transfer from the Army Reserve to the Navy in 1945, 74-78

Atomic Energy Commission
Role in the early 1960s in connection with a nuclear power plant in Antarctica,
348-350

Atwood, Colonel Henry O., USA
In the 1930s and 1940s headed the cadet corps at Dunbar High School in
Washington, D.C., 48-49, 58



Azores
In the early 1960s the Navy’s Seabees were involved in construction projects in these
islands following hurricane damage, 376-377

Baguio, Philippine Islands
In the early 1950s was the site of liberty for men of Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion 5 (NMCB-5), 252

Baird, Commander Leonard J., USN (USNA, 1935)
Commanded the destroyer Goodrich (DD-831) from 1946 to 1948, 137-138

Barbers Point, Hawaii, Naval Air Station
In the late 1950s-early 1960s the public works department handled a variety of issues
in connection with base housing, 318-328
Redecoration in the early 1960s of the quarters of Commander Fleet Air Hawaii,
Rear Admiral Grover Budd H. Hall, 324-326
Because of his racial outlook, the commanding officer of the air station in the early
1960s apparently downgraded Brown’s fitness report, leading Brown to be passed
over for commander, 328-335, 425-429
Courts-martial held at the air station in the late 1950s-early 1960s, 329-334

Barnes, Phillip G.
Golden Thirteen- member who died in Washington, D.C., in March 1955, 275-276

Barnes, Commander William R., USN (USNA, 1935)
In the late 1940s taught at the Naval Academy and later commanded the destroyer
Ernest G. Small (DD-838), 114, 140

Baseball
In the early 1950s a team from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 (NMCB-5)
played against Filipino teams in Manila, 251-252

Bayonne, New Jersey
Construction in the early 1950s of quarters for the commanding officer of the naval
supply depot, 224-231

Boettcher, Colonel Henry J., AUS
During World War 1l headed an Army training program at Howard University in
Washington, D.C., 41, 45-46, 74-75

Boston Naval Shipyard
Commanded in 1949-50 by a topnotch officer, Captain Richard Morgan Watt,
205-207
Around 1950 a fire control computer intended for shipboard installation was
inadvertently destroyed, 208-209
Role of civil engineers in the shipyard around 1950, 210-211



Boundy, Captain James W., SC, USN
In the early 1950s played a role in the building of quarters for the commanding
officer of the supply depot at Bayonne, New Jersey, 224-225, 229

Briggs, Rear Admiral Edward S., USN (USNA, 1949)
Acquainted with Brown when they were midshipmen at the Naval Academy in the
late 1940s, 87
As Commander Naval Recruiting Command in the late 1970s received a proposal
from Brown on having career personnel based in the same locations for prolonged
periods, 414-419

Brown, Ensign Warren F., USN (USNA, 1949)
Naval Academy classmate of Wesley Brown, often confused for each other, 217-218

Brown, Lieutenant Commander Wesley A., CEC, USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1949)
Grandmother, 1-3, 6-7, 11, 16-22, 24, 58
Parents, 1-8, 11, 16-22, 24, 41, 68, 162-163, 171, 177, 192-193, 272-275, 285, 317
First wife Jean, 216, 222-223, 249, 317, 445-446, 454-455
Second wife Crystal, 38, 67, 164-165, 179-181, 186, 223, 278-279, 381, 395,
406-407, 418, 422-424, 441, 443, 455-457, 470-471, 476
Children, 164-165, 278-279, 317, 443-444, 446-455, 472
Grandchildren, 448-449, 455-456
Youth in Washington, D.C., in the 1930s and 1940s, 1-40, 68-69, 73-74, 185, 189
In the 1930s and 1940s spent summers at Highland Beach, Maryland, near
Annapolis, 67-68, 179
In the early 1940s worked for the Navy Department as a civilian, 31-32, 34-37, 185
In the mid-1940s, as a teenager, participated in a training program at Howard
University in Washington, D.C., 32-33, 40-47, 53, 74-75
Process of transferring from the Army Reserve to the Navy in 1945, 74-78
As a Naval Academy midshipman, 1945-49, 53-62, 69-73, 78-185, 190-198
Temporary assignment in 1949-50 at the Boston Naval Shipyard, 205-210
Postgraduate study in civil engineering at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in
1950-51, 211-220
Duty at Bayonne, New Jersey, 1951-53, 224-231
Service 1953-55 in Naval Mabile Construction Battalion 5 (NMCB-5), 232-286
In the Bureau of Yards and Docks headquarters in Washington, 1953-57, 285-304
From 1957 to 1959 was at the Construction Battalion Center, Davisville, Rhode
Island, 297-299, 305-317
Served 1959-62 in public works at the Barbers Point Naval Air Station in Hawaii,
318-335
Temporary duty in Antarctica in late 1962, 346-350
As planning officer for Naval Construction Battalions Atlantic Fleet, Davisville,
Rhode Island, 1962-64, 335-384
In 1964-65 had a one-year tour at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 385-407
Final active duty tour, 1965-69, was at Floyd Bennett Field in Brooklyn, 407-420



He and his wife won a settlement in a housing discrimination case in Long Island,
New York, in the late 1960s, 422-424

From 1969 to 1976 worked in several capacities for the State University of New
York system, 429-437

Facilities and construction work at Howard University in the 1970s and 1980s,
437-443

In 2005 Dr. Robert J. Schneller, Jr., published a book on the Naval Academy’s first
black midshipmen, including Brown, and followed with a sequel in 2008 on
integration of the academy through the end of the 20th century, 457-460, 471-475,
478-481

Naval Academy athletic field house named in Brown’s honor constructed between
2006 and 2008, 445, 461-471

Bulkeley, Rear Admiral John D., USN (USNA, 1933)
Served at the Naval Academy in the late 1940s, first as an instructor, later in the
executive department, 93, 114-116
Subject of the 1940s book and movie They Were Expendable, 115-116
In the mid-1960s commanded the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
114-115, 385-388, 393-394, 399, 402-406
In 1966-67 commanded Cruiser-Destroyer Flotilla Eight, 116, 402
In the 1980s, as president of the Board of Inspection and Survey, visited the
destroyer Kidd (DDG-993), 403

Bureau of Yards and Docks, Washington, D.C.
In 1950 the bureau chief, Rear Admiral Joseph Jelley, hosted a visit by prospective
CEC officers who were students at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 215-216
Concerns in the late 1950s about war reserve stocks of equipment and quality control
of material, 286-304

Caliman, Commander Wayman G., SC, USN
Monitored expenditure of funds while serving in the late 1960s at Floyd Bennett
Field in Brooklyn, 410

Canada
In the 1950s and 1960s a Canadian firm, Otaco, Ltd., manufactured industrial sleds
for U.S. Navy use in Antarctica, 305-311

Capehart Housing
Constructed at various military bases in the 1950s for service members and their
families, 320-321

Carter, President James E. (USNA, 1947)
Acquainted with Brown at the Naval Academy in the mid-1940s, later in touch,
87-89



Caterpillar Tractor, Inc.
Tour of the company’s plant in San Leandro, California, in 1955, 271-272
In the early 1960s ran a transportation program in Liberia, 360-361
In the early 1960s Brown was able to start a Caterpillar tractor that had been out of
commission in Chad, 372-375

Central African Republic
In the early 1960s the Navy’s Seabees were involved in road-building projects in this
nation, 352-353

Chad
In the early 1960s the Navy’s Seabees were involved in construction projects in this
nation, 372-375

Chambers, Rear Admiral Lawrence C., USN (USNA, 1952)
His plebe year at the Naval Academy, 1948-49, coincided with Brown’s final year,
102, 148-150, 152-153

Chile
In the early 1960s the Navy’s Seabees were involved in construction projects in this
nation, 363

Citadel, Charleston, South Carolina
Hazing of a black cadet in October 1986, 62-63

Civil Engineer Corps
Postgraduate education at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in the early 1950s for
prospective CEC officers, 211-221
Often involved in public works projects, 221-222

Civil Engineer Corps Officers School (CECOS), Port Hueneme, California
In the 1950s used various publications in its training courses, 214-215

Coast Guard, U.S.
During World War 11 operated the bark Sea Cloud (WPG-284) as a weather patrol
ship with a racially integrated crew, 65-67

Combs, Rear Adm. Lewis C., CEC, USN (Ret.)
In the 1950s was head of the civil-engineering department at the Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, 212-213

Commercial Ships
In the 1980s the Browns took a Caribbean cruise on board the sailing ship Sea
Cloud, which had previously been a private yacht and served in the Navy and Coast
Guard, 65-67



Congress, U.S.
Role in appointing black candidates to the Naval Academy and Military Academy in
the 1930s and 1940s, 47-51
New York congressman Adam Clayton Powell appointed Brown to the Naval
Academy in 1945, but sometimes made Brown’s stay uncomfortable, 48-50, 59-62,
156-159, 170

Costa Rica
In 1964 Seabees did repair work after a mud flood caused by volcanic action,

363-367

Courts-Martial
Courts held at the Barbers Point Naval Air Station in the late 1950s-early 1960s,
329-334

Cuba
Recreational opportunities on the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in the late 1940s, 139
Role of Seabees at Guantanamo Bay in the early and mid-1960s, 283, 336-337
Rear Admiral John D. Bulkeley as naval base commander at Guantdnamo Bay in the
mid-1960s, 114-115, 385-388, 393-394, 399, 402-406
Encounters in the mid-1960s between Americans and Cubans and preparations for
such encounters, 386-388, 392-393, 396-399
Installation of a desalinization plant at Guantanamo after Admiral Bulkeley ordered
the cutting of the waterline from Cuba proper to the base in February 1964, 389-392,
394-395
In the mid-1960s a U.S. destroyer fired in-the vicinity of a Communist Bloc
merchant ship near Guantanamo Bay because the officer of the deck didn’t realize
she was in international waters, 392-393
U.S. forces on the Guantanamo base in the mid-1960s paid both U.S. civilians and
foreign nationals for their work, 393-394, 399-403

Cubi Point, Philippines, Naval Air Station
During two deployments in 1953-55 Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5
(NMCB-5) was involved in the construction of the air station at Subic Bay, 232-269,
281-286

Davisville, Rhode Island, Construction Battalion Center
Role in the late 1950s in procuring, testing, repairing, and storing heavy construction
equipment, 297-299, 311-317

Dawson, Representative William L.
Illinois congressman who appointed black candidates to the Military Academy in the
1930s and 1940s, 47-48, 51, 458



Denmark
Visited by Naval Academy midshipmen during a training cruise in the summer of
1947, 133

Discipline
Courts-martial held at the Barbers Point Naval Air Station in the late 1950s-early
1960s, 329-334

Dominican Republic
The Navy’s Seabees did construction work in the country in the early 1960s,
361-363

Donoher, Commander Thomas J., CHC, USN (USNA, 1949)
Individual who served at various times in his career as a supply officer and a Navy
chaplain, 286-287

DuPont Corporation, Wilmington, Delaware
In the late 1950s Brown visited DuPont to observe methods of measuring work-force
productivity, 313

Education
Segregated black schools in Washington, D.C., in the 1930s and 1940s, 22-23,
26-30, 35-39, 51-52, 73-74, 189
In the mid-1940s, as a teenager, Brown took courses at Howard University while in
an Army Reserve training program, 32-33, 40-47, 53
Course work at the Naval Academy in the late 1940s, 99-111
The civil engineering program at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in the early 1950s
included some specialized Navy courses, 211-220
Public schools in Rhode Island in the late 1950s and early 1960s, 187-189
The civil engineering program at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in the early 1950s
included some specialized Navy courses, 211-220

Emery, Commander George C., USN
In the late 1940s-early 1950s served as executive officer of the Boston Naval
Shipyard, 210-211

Enlisted Personnel
On board the battleship North Carolina (BB-55) in 1946, 111, 114
On board the destroyer Ernest G. Small (DD-838) in 1948, 111, 114
In Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 (NMCB-5), 1953-55, 233-235, 241-256,
261-270
At Barbers Point Naval Air Station in the early 1960s, 326-334
Seabees under the command of Naval Construction Battalions Atlantic Fleet in the
early 1960s, 338-341, 376-377
Enlisted personnel and civilian workers were involved in the installation of
desalinization plants at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in the mid-1960s, 390-391, 394-396



In the late 1970s Brown proposed to Commander Naval Recruiting Command that
career naval personnel be based in the same locations for prolonged periods, 414-419

Ernest G. Small, USS (DD-838)
Destroyer that trained midshipmen in the summer of 1948, 111, 114, 139-140

Families of Service Personnel
In the 1950s the wives of Navy men often had a difficult time coping when their
husbands were deployed, 247-249
Problems Brown and his family had in traveling across country by car in the 1950s
because of racial discrimination, 277-280
In the late 1950s the public works department at Barbers Point Naval Air Station
handled a variety of issues in connection with family housing, 318-328
After Guantanamo Bay Naval Base cut off water from Cuba in 1964, dependents
were sent back to the States till desalinization plants were in action, 391
In the late 1970s Brown proposed to Commander Naval Recruiting Command that
career naval personnel be based in the same locations for prolong periods, 414-419

Ferrante, Jenny
In the late 1950s did an outstanding job as secretary at the Construction Battalion
Center at Davisville, Rhode Island, 316-317

Finback, USS (SS-230)
Training cruise for midshipmen in the summer of 1947, 136-137, 161-162

Fitch, Vice Admiral Aubrey W., USN (USNA, 1906)
Was Superintendent of the Naval Academy in 1945 when Brown began his career as
a midshipman, 60-61

Fitness Reports
Apparently because of his racial outlook, the commanding officer of Barbers Point
Naval Air Station in the early 1960s downgraded Brown’s fitness report, leading
Brown to be passed over for commander, 328-335, 425-429

Flanagan, Midshipman Joseph P., Jr., USN (USNA, 1947)
Acquainted with Brown at the Naval Academy in the mid-1940s, 87

Flanagan, Commander William J., Jr., USN
In the early 1980s commanded the guided missile destroyer Kidd (DDG-993) when
the ship had visits from the Golden Thirteen and Rear Admiral John Bulkeley, 403

Flipper, Cadet Henry O. (USMA, 1877)
First black graduate of West Point published a memoir in 1878, 190



Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn, New York
In the late 1960s served as a base for Naval Reserve aviation training, 407-408
Public works concerns included snow removal, 408-410, 418
Relationship with the commercial airports in the New York area, 410
Reserve Seabees did a number of projects in the late 1960s, 410-414
Inactivation of the air station in 1971, 419-421

Food
In 1947 the aircraft carrier hosted a well-stocked reception during a visit to
Portsmouth, England, 132-133

Forrestal, James V.
Was Secretary of the Navy in 1945 when Brown began his career as a Naval
Academy midshipman, 60-62

Fowler, Colonel James D., USA (Ret.) (USMA, 1941)
Was nominated to the Naval Academy in 1937 but was over the age limit to attend,
460
One of the few pre-World War Il black graduates of the Military Academy, he was
later the father-in-law of Navy Admiral J. Paul Reason, 47, 190, 460-461

Fowler, Vice Admiral Jeffrey L., USN (USNA, 1978)
As Superintendent of the Naval Academy, beginning in 2007, 454, 476

Gewirz, Midshipman Bernard S., USN (USNA, 1949)
Skillfully managed to become the anchorman, the midshipman with the lowest
ranking, in the Naval Academy class of 1949, 155-156

Gilley, Assistant Professor Donald C.
In the late 1940s was director of the Naval Academy choir, 181-182

Goodrich, USS (DD-831)
Training cruise for midshipmen in the summer of 1947, 136-138

Great Britain
Visited by Naval Academy midshipmen during a training cruise in the summer of
1947, 131-133

Greece
In the early 1960s the Navy’s Seabees were involved in construction projects in this
nation, 377-378

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba
Recreational opportunities on the naval base in the late 1940s, 139
Role of Seabees in the early and mid-1960s, 283, 336-337



Rear Admiral John D. Bulkeley as naval base commander in the mid-1960s,
114-115, 385-388, 393-394, 399, 402-406

Encounters in the mid-1960s between Americans and Cubans and preparations for
such encounters, 386-388, 392-393, 396-399

Installation of a desalinization plant after Admiral Bulkeley ordered the cutting of
the waterline from Cuba proper to the base in February 1964, 389-392, 394-395

U.S. forces in the mid-1960s paid both U.S. civilians and foreign nationals for their
work on the base, 393-394, 399-403

On-base recreational facilities for U.S. servicemen in the mid-1960s, 399

Gunnery — Naval
In the mid-1960s a U.S. destroyer fired in the vicinity of a Communist Bloc
merchant ship near Cuba because the officer of the deck didn’t realize she was in
international waters, 392-393

Hall, Rear Admiral Grover Budd H., USN (USNA, 1921)
Role of Mrs. Hall in the redecoration of the admiral’s quarters at Barbers Point Naval
Air Station in the early 1960s, 324-326

Harper, Lieutenant Commander Milton J., Jr., CEC, USN
In the early 1950s was executive officer of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5
(NMCB-5), 270, 287-288

Hawaii
In March 1955 a Navy R6D transport crashed on Mount Heleakala and killed all 66
people on board, 273-275
Multi-racial character of Hawaiians in the early 1960s, 328-329

See also: Barbers Point, Hawaii, Naval Air Station

Haynsworth, Rear Admiral Hugh C., Jr., SC, USN (USNA, 1930)
In the early 1950s played a role in the building of quarters for the commanding
officer of the supply depot at Bayonne, New Jersey, 225-227, 229-231

Heaman, Captain William M., CEC, USN
In the early 1960s served as Commander Naval Construction Battalions Atlantic
Fleet, 367-368

Howard, Rear Admiral Michelle J., USN (USNA, 1982)
Varied career prior to selection for flag rank, 477

Howard University, Washington, D.C.
In 1915 faculty member Carter Woodson established the Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History, 11
In the mid-1940s, as a teenager, Brown participated in an Army Reserve training
program at Howard, 32-33, 40-47, 53, 74-75

10



Facilities and construction projects in the 1970s and 1980s, 437-443

Husband, Rear Admiral Alexander C., CEC, USN (USNA, 1935)
Served in the late 1950s as executive assistant Chief of the Bureau of Yards and
Docks, at Davisville, and from 1965 to 1969 as bureau chief, 288-290

Ingersoll, Rear Admiral Stuart H., USN (USNA, 1921)
As the Naval Academy’s commandant of midshipmen in the mid-1940s, 57, 61

Israel
In 1964 the Israeli Army was involved in a construction project in the Central
African Republic, 353-355

Jamaica
In the mid-1960s some Jamaican civilians worked on the U.S. naval base at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 399-400

Jelley, Rear Admiral Joseph F., Jr., CEC, USN (USNA, 1927)
Served 1949-53 as Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, 215-216

Johnson, Midshipman James Lee, Jr., USN
Was briefly at the Naval Academy in the 1930s before dropping out, 48-49, 86-87,
92-93

Johnson, President Lyndon B.
In 1963-64, Seabees went to the Dominican Republic and Costa Rica at his direction,
362-367

Johnson, Lieutenant Kenneth, USN
In the early 1970s was minority affairs officer at the Naval Academy, 480

Kennedy, President John F.
His assassination in November 1963 had an indirect effect on some Seabee actions,
361-362, 367-368

Kidd, USS (DDG-993)
In April 1982 hosted a visit by Brown and the Golden Thirteen, 403

Kitt, Lieutenant Robert B., USN (USNA, 1944)
Served in the late 1940s as a Naval Academy company officer, 72

Larcombe, Midshipman Howard Newell, Jr., USN (USNA, 1947)

Made things strenuous for plebes while at the Naval Academy in the mid-1940s,
88-89
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Larson, Commander Leif R., CEC, USN
In the early 1960s was involved in a Seabee construction project in Chile, 363

Lawrence, Vice Admiral William P., USN (USNA, 1951)
Relationship with Brown as a fellow midshipman in the late 1940s and as Chief of
Naval Personnel in the early 1980s, 154

Leave and Liberty
For Naval Academy midshipmen in Europe in the summer of 1947, 131-134
Recreation in the early 1950s for men of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5
(NMCB-5) in the Philippines, 251-256
Recreational opportunities on the Guantanamo Bay naval base in the late 1940s, 139,
399

Lederer, Captain William J., Jr., USN (USNA, 1936)
Navy public affairs officer who wrote prolifically and in 1949 helped Brown write a
magazine article, 173-178

Legal Matters
Courts-martial held at the Barbers Point Naval Air Station in the late 1950s-early
1960s, 329-334
Brown and his wife won a settlement in a housing discrimination case in Long
Island, New York, in the late 1960s, 422-424

Liberia
In the early 1960s the Navy’s Seabees were involved in road-building projects in this
nation, 355-361, 368-372, 380

Marine Corps, U.S.
Role at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Naval Base in the early and mid-1960s, 283,
336-337, 386-387, 397-399
Landed in the Dominican Republic in April 1965 as a result of a revolt, 361-363

Martin, Vice Admiral Harold M., USN (USNA, 1919)
As Commander Air Force Pacific Fleet in the mid-1950s, pushed for the completion
of the Cubi Point Naval Air Station, 238

Massie, Dr. Samuel P.
In 1966 became the first black professor at the Naval Academy, 223-224

McCormack, Midshipman Edward J., Jr., USN (USNA, 1947)

Acquainted with Brown at the Naval Academy in the mid-1940s, later ran for public
office in Massachusetts, 87-88
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McShane, Captain Ralph E., USN (USNA, 1921)
Selected for flag rank in the late 1940s while commanding the Portsmouth Naval
Shipyard, 206

Meade, Rear Admiral Robert H., CEC, USN (USNA, 1926)
Served as Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks from 1955 to 1959, 302-303

Medical Problems
In 1945 Brown was erroneously assessed as having malocclusion of his teeth, 54-55
In August 2002 Brown suffered a massive heart attack, 470-471

Military Academy, West Point, New York
Comparison of honor system in the late 1940s with that of the Naval Academy,
108-109, 112-114

Mobile Construction Battalion 5 (MCB-5)
See: Seabees

Monaco
Visited by the destroyer Ernest G. Small (DD-838) in the summer of 1948, 141-142

Moreell, Admiral Ben, CEC, USN
Arrangements for the use of Seabees when he was Chief of the Bureau of Yards and
Docks during World War 11, 341

Movies
John Bulkeley’s PT boats were featured in the 1945 film They Were Expendable, 115

Mullen, Admiral Michael G., USN (USNA, 1968)
As Chief of Naval Operations, spoke at the groundbreaking for the Naval Academy’s
Wesley Brown Field House in 2006, 471

Music
Contralto Marian Anderson performed a noted concert at the Lincoln Memorial in
1939, 13

Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland
In the 1930s two black midshipmen dropped out very soon after arriving, 48-49, 52-
53, 86-87, 92-93
World War 1l classes included some midshipmen who might not have been at the
academy otherwise, 100-102
Plebe year in 1945-46, 53-62, 69-72, 78-90, 117-120, 128-129, 191-194, 457-458
Midshipman activities in Bancroft Hall in the late 1940s, 69-72, 81-90, 95-96
Harassment and demerits for Brown in the late 1940s, 71-73, 81-86, 96-99, 119
Racial attitudes of midshipmen in the late 1940s, 90-93, 125-129, 183-185, 191-195,
457-459

13



Academics in the late 1940s, 99-111, 457-458

Summer training cruises in the late 1940s, 111, 113-114, 129-142, 161-162
Comparison of honor system with that of West Point, 108-109, 112-114

Midshipman daily routine in the late 1940s, 116-124, 159-161, 193-194
Extracurricular activities, 181-183

Midshipman relationships in Brown’s final academic year, 1948-49, when he was no
longer the only black midshipman, 148-154

Graduation of the class of 1949, 171-172, 197-198

35th anniversary reunion for the class of 1949, 124-125

In 2005 Dr. Robert J. Schneller, Jr., published a book on the Naval Academy’s first
black midshipmen, including Brown, and followed with a sequel in 2008 on
integration of the academy through the end of the 20th century, 457-460, 471-475,
478-481

Athletic field house named in Brown’s honor constructed between 2006 and 2008,
445, 461-471

More than 2,000 black graduates as of 2008, 476-477, 480-481

Naval Academy Alumni Association
Role in the 1980s and 1990s in raising funds for academy facilities and programs,
462-463

Naval Construction Battalions Atlantic Fleet
See: Seabees

Naval Historical Center, Washington, D.C.
In 2005 Dr. Robert J. Schneller, Jr., published-a book on the Naval Academy’s first
black midshipmen, including Brown, and followed with a sequel in 2008 on
integration of the academy through the end of the 20th century, 457-460, 471-475,
478-481

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 (NMCB-5)
See: Seabees

Naval Reserve, U.S.
Use of reserve Seabees for projects in the United States in the 1960s, 342
In the late 1960s Floyd Bennett Field in Brooklyn was a training base for reserve
aviators and Seabees, 407-408, 410-413, 420
Role of TARs in administering the Naval Reserve, 413-414

Nelson, Lieutenant Dennis D. 11, USN
Pioneer black officer who was involved in Navy public relations in the late 1940s,
171, 198-200, 203-205
Unsuccessful attempt in the late 1940s to get his sons into the Naval Academy,
201-202
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News Media
An article in The Washington Post in October 1945 claimed that Brown was being
under-graded at the Naval Academy because of his race, 60-61, 162-163, 165-166
In the spring of 1949, shortly before his graduation from the academy, Brown held a
press conference, 94, 171
In June 1949 The Saturday Evening Post and Time published articles about Brown
and his graduation from the Naval Academy, 31, 33-34, 94, 171-179
In the early 1960s a Honolulu newspaper quoted remarks Brown had made on the
multi-racial character of Hawaiians, 328-329

New York Naval Air Station
See: Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn, New York

New York Naval Shipyard
Closing of in 1966 for a number of reasons, including costs, 420-421

New York, State University of
Construction projects on the various campuses in the early 1970s, 430-437

Nicaragua
In the mid-1980s the United States helped the Contras that were fighting against the
Communist Sandinistas, 259

Nichols, Captain Madison, CEC, USN
In the mid-1950s commanded a Seabee regiment during the construction of the Cubi
Point Naval Air Station in the Philippines, 282-286

NMCB-5
See: Seabees

North Carolina, USS (BB-55)
Training cruise for midshipmen in the summer of 1946, 113-114, 129-130

Nuclear Power
In the early 1960s Seabees installed a nuclear power plant in Antarctica, 348-350

Olongapo, Philippine Islands
In the early 1950s was the site of liberty for men of Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion 5 (NMCB-5), 253-254

Otaco, Ltd.
Canadian firm that in the 1950s and 1960s manufactured industrial sleds for U.S.
Navy use in Antarctica, 305-311

Owens, James Cleveland “Jesse”
Noted sprinter who flattered Brown in 1949 by asking for his autograph, 198-199
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Peace Corps
Contributions in Liberia in the early 1960s, 358-359

Peltier, Rear Admiral Eugene J., CEC, USN
Served in the late 1950s as assistant Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, at Port
Hueneme, and from 1959 to 1962 as bureau chief, 288-289

Personnel
In the late 1970s Brown proposed to Commander Naval Recruiting Command that
career naval personnel be based in the same locations for prolonged periods, 414-419

Phelps, R. W.
In the 1950s ran Otaco, Ltd., a Canadian firm that manufactured industrial sleds for
U.S. Navy use in Antarctica, 305-311

Philippine Islands
During two deployments in 1953-55 Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5
(NMCB-5) was involved in the construction of the Cubi Point Naval Air Station at
Subic Bay, 232-269, 281-286
In the early 1950s a team from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 (NMCB-5)
played against Filipino teams in Manila, 251-252
Huk guerrillas opposed the Filipino government in the mid-1950s, 256-258

Planning
In the early 1960s for various units under the command of Naval Construction
Battalions Atlantic Fleet, 335-346

Port Hueneme, California
In the mid-1950s Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 (NMCB-5) was based at the
Naval Construction Battalion Center, 233

Powell, Representative Adam Clayton
New York congressman who appointed Brown to the Naval Academy in 1945, but
sometimes made Brown’s stay uncomfortable, 48-50, 59-62, 156-159, 162-163

R6D Liftmaster
In March 1955 a Navy R6D transport crashed on Mount Heleakala in Hawaii and
killed all 66 people on board, 273-274

Rabinowitz, Lieutenant Commander Benjamin, CEC, USN
Contracting work in the late 1940s-early 1950s at Boston Naval Shipyard, 210-211
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Racial Issues
Little recognition for black sailors in the 19th century, 79-80
In the 19th century prisoners were sold into slavery to pay for room and board in jail,
25-26
Segregation in Washington, D.C., in the 1930s and 1940s, 8-12
Quiality of segregated black schools in Washington in the 1930s and 1940s, 22-23,
26-30
Singer-athlete-actor-scholar Paul Robeson was controversial because of his views on
race, 12-15
Contralto Marian Anderson sang an integrated concert at the Lincoln Memorial in
1939, 13
Breakthroughs by individuals such as Jerome Holland, Jackie Robinson, and Ralph
Bunche, 15-16
During World War 11 the Coast Guard operated the weather patrol ship Sea Cloud
(WPG-284) with a racially integrated crew, 65-67
An article in The Washington Post in October 1945 claimed that Brown was being
under-graded at the Naval Academy because of his race, 60-61
Racial attitudes of Naval Academy midshipmen in the late 1940s, 90-93, 125-129,
183-185, 191-195, 457-459
In July 1948 President Harry Truman issued an executive order that desegregated the
U.S. armed forces, 147
Reluctance on the part of some commanding officers in the late 1940s to have black
crew members, 204
Problems Brown and his family had in traveling across country by car in the 1950s
because of racial discrimination, 277-280
Difficulties in the 1950s and 1960s for black service members to find housing,
223-224, 280-281
Because of his racial outlook, the commanding officer of Barbers Point Naval Air
Station in the early 1960s apparently downgraded Brown’s fitness report, leading
Brown to be passed over for commander, 328-335, 425-429
Brown and his wife won a settlement in a housing discrimination case in Long
Island, New York, in the late 1960s, 422-424
Hazing of a black cadet at the Citadel in October 1986, 62-63
In 2005 Dr. Robert J. Schneller, Jr.; published a book on the Naval Academy’s first
black midshipmen, including Brown, and followed with a sequel in 2008 on
integration of the academy through the end of the 20th century, 457-460, 471-475,
478-481

Radford, Admiral Arthur W., USN (USNA, 1916)
As CinCPac in the early 1950s pushed for the construction of the Cubi Point Naval
Air Station, 240

Randolph, USS (CV-15)
Training cruise for midshipmen in the summer of 1947, 131-136

Reason, Admiral J. Paul, USN (USNA, 1965)
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The Navy’s first black four-star admiral, he was the son-in-law of Colonel James
Fowler, one of the few pre-World War Il black graduates of West Point, 460-461

Religion
Black churches in the 1930s and 1940s in Washington, D.C., 16-17

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI), Troy New York
For many years the Naval Academy sent top-ranking graduates to RPI for education
in civil engineering, 205, 207-208
The civil engineering program in the early 1950s included some specialized Navy
courses, 211-220

Rice, Emmett J.
Black educator who served on the faculty of Cornell University, later on the Federal
Reserve System Board of Governors, 43-44

Robeson, Paul L. B.
Controversial athlete, singer, and actor who was renowned in the first half of the
20th century, 12-15

Rockefeller, Nelson A.
As Governor of New York in the early 1970s developed plans for construction on the
multi-campus state university, 430

Roosevelt, Eleanor
Presided over White House Easter egg rolling in the 1930s, 8
Enabled Marian Anderson to sing at the Lincoln Memorial in 1939, 13

Ryan, Vice Admiral John R., USN (USNA, 1967)
As superintendent of the Naval Academy, in 2002 called Brown to inform him of the
plan to name a new field house in his honor, 461-462

Sailing
During World War 11 the Coast Guard operated the bark Sea Cloud (WPG-284) as a
weather patrol ship with a racially integrated crew, 65-67

Saturday Evening Post, The
National magazine that in June 1949 ran an article about Brown and his graduation
from the Naval Academy, 31, 33-34, 172-179

Schiller, Midshipman Stanley J., USN (USNA, 1947)
Acquainted with Brown at the Naval Academy in the mid-1940s, 87, 127

Schneller, Dr. Robert J., Jr.
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In 2005 published a book on the Naval Academy’s first black midshipmen, including
Brown, and followed with a sequel in 2008 on integration of the academy through
the end of the 20th century, 457-460, 471-475, 478-481

Scotland
Visited by Naval Academy midshipmen during a training cruise in the summer of
1947, 131-132

Seabees
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 (NMCB-5) deployed to Subic Bay in the
Philippines in 1953-55 to build parts of the Cubi Point Naval Air Station, 232-269,
281-286
Recreation in the early 1950s for men of NMCB-5 in the Philippines, 251-256
Time in 1954-55 when NMCB-5 was in its homeport of Port Hueneme, California,
between deployments, 270-272
In the late 1950s the Construction Battalion Center at Davisville, Rhode Island,
procured, tested, repaired, and stored heavy construction equipment, 297-299,
311-317
Far-ranging Seabee operations controlled by Naval Construction Battalions Atlantic
Fleet, 1962-64, 335-381
In the early 1960s the Seabees sent technical assistance teams to various countries,
351-381
In the early 1960s Seabees installed a nuclear power plant in Antarctica, 348-350
Role at Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba in the early and mid-1960s, 283,
336-337, 386-388, 397-398
Training in Marine Corps infantry tactics to prepare for duty in Cuba, 387
Reserve Seabees provided support at Floyd Bennett Field in Brooklyn in the late
1960s, 410-413

Sea Cloud, USCGC (WPG-284)
Sailing ship that was operated with a racially integrated crew by the Coast Guard in
World War 11, part of her long overall career, 65-67

Sea Cloud, USS (1X-99)
Sailing ship that was briefly under Navy control in World War 11, as part of her long
overall career, 65-67

Seasickness
On board the destroyer Ernest G. Small (DD-838) in 1948, 111

Slingluff, Lieutenant (junior grade) David D., CEC, USNR

Ivy League graduate who served with Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5
(NMCB-5) in the Philippines in the mid-1950s, 276-277
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Smith, Commander Irwin M., CEC, USN
In the mid-1950s commanded Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 (NMCB-5)
during a deployment to the Philippines, 281-285

Stafford, Midshipman Leroy G., Jr., USN (USNA, 1947)
Acquainted with Brown at the Naval Academy in the mid-1940s, 127-128

State Department
Worked with Brown before and after he went on overseas assignments in the early
1960s, 379-380

Subic Bay, Philippine Islands
During two deployments in 1953-55, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5
(NMCB-5) was involved in the construction of the Cubi Point Naval Air Station,
232-269, 281-286

Sweden
Visited by Naval Academy midshipmen during a training cruise in the summer of
1947, 133

Taylor, Captain Reeves R., USN (USNA, 1953)
His plebe year at the Naval Academy, 1948-49, coincided with Brown’s final year,
148-149, 152-153

Time
National magazine that in June 1949 ran an article about Brown and his graduation
from the Naval Academy, 171-172

Training
In the mid-1940s, as a teenager, Brown participated in an Army Reserve training
program at Howard University, 32-33, 40-47, 53
Naval Academy summer cruises in the late 1940s, 111, 113-114, 129-142
In the mid-1950s Brown attended heavy equipment operator’s school, 270-271

Trivers, Midshipman George J., USN
Was briefly at the Naval Academy in 1937 before dropping out, 48-49, 52-53, 86-87,
92-93

Truman, President Harry S.
In July 1948 issued an executive order that desegregated the U.S. armed forces, 147

Tubman, William V.

As President of Liberia in the early 1960s, sometimes dealt directly with local
workers, 360-361
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Washington, D.C.
Segregation in the city in the 1930s and 1940s, 8-13, 185-187
Contralto Marian Anderson sang an integrated concert at the Lincoln Memorial in
1939, 13
Segregated black schools in the city in the 1930s and 1940s, 22-30, 26-30, 35-39,
73-74
In the Early 1940s Brown worked for the Navy Department as a civilian, 31-32,
34-37, 185
In the mid-1940s, as a teenager, Brown participated in an Army Reserve training
program at Howard University, 32-33, 40-47, 53, 74-75

Washington Post, The
An article in October 1945 claimed that Brown was being under-graded at the Naval
Academy because of his race, 60-61, 162-163, 165-166

Watt, Rear Admiral Richard Morgan, USN (USNA, 1921)
Commanded the Boston Naval Shipyard, 1949-50, 205-206
Promoted to flag rank in 1950 and reported to duty in the Bureau of Yards and
Docks, 206-207

Weather
Impact of snow on operations at Floyd Bennett Field in Brooklyn in the late 1960s,
408-410, 418

Weiss, Midshipman Howard A., USN (USNA, 1947)
Acquainted with Brown at the Naval Academy-in the mid-1940s, 87, 127

Wherry Housing
Constructed at various military bases in the 1950s for service members and their
families, 223

Whitmire, Midshipman Donald B., USN (USNA, 1947)
Racial attitude during his time at the Naval Academy in the mid-1940s, 458-459

Women in the Navy
Opportunities available as of the late 1980s, 416-417

Wooding, Captain Robert R., CEC, USN (USNA, 1940)

In the mid-1960s served as Commander Naval Construction Battalions Atlantic
Fleet, 365-368

21



	Annapolis, Maryland
	Antarctica

	Azores
	Boundy, Captain James W., SC, USN
	Caliman, Commander Wayman G., SC, USN
	Canada

	Caterpillar Tractor, Inc.
	Central African Republic
	Chad
	Chile
	Citadel, Charleston, South Carolina
	Civil Engineer Corps
	Coast Guard, U.S.


	Commercial Ships
	Costa Rica
	Cuba

	Davisville, Rhode Island, Construction Battalion Center
	Denmark
	Discipline
	Dominican Republic
	DuPont Corporation, Wilmington, Delaware
	Education
	Emery, Commander George C., USN
	Enlisted Personnel
	Ferrante, Jenny
	Fitness Reports
	Flanagan, Commander William J., Jr., USN
	Food
	Great Britain
	Greece
	Guantánamo Bay, Cuba
	Gunnery – Naval

	Harper, Lieutenant Commander Milton J., Jr., CEC, USN
	Hawaii
	Haynsworth, Rear Admiral Hugh C., Jr., SC, USN (USNA, 1930)
	Heaman, Captain William M., CEC, USN
	Husband, Rear Admiral Alexander C., CEC, USN (USNA, 1935)
	Israel
	Johnson, Midshipman James Lee, Jr., USN
	Johnson, Lieutenant Kenneth, USN
	Larson, Commander Leif R., CEC, USN
	Leave and Liberty
	Legal Matters

	Liberia
	Medical Problems
	Military Academy, West Point, New York
	Movies

	Music
	Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland
	Naval Academy Alumni Association
	Naval Construction Battalions Atlantic Fleet
	News Media
	In June 1949 The Saturday Evening Post and Time published articles about Brown and his graduation from the Naval Academy, 31, 33-34, 94, 171-179
	New York Naval Air Station
	New York Naval Shipyard
	New York, State University of
	Nicaragua
	Nichols, Captain Madison, CEC, USN
	Nuclear Power
	Owens, James Cleveland “Jesse”
	Peace Corps
	Peltier, Rear Admiral Eugene J., CEC, USN
	Personnel
	Philippine Islands
	Planning
	R6D Liftmaster
	Rabinowitz, Lieutenant Commander Benjamin, CEC, USN
	Religion
	Sailing


	Saturday Evening Post, The
	Scotland
	Slingluff, Lieutenant (junior grade) David D., CEC, USNR
	Smith, Commander Irwin M., CEC, USN
	State Department
	Sweden
	Time
	Training
	Washington Post, The





